
BLUE RAIDERS SPORTS REPORT OCT 17 TO 22 

BY LARRY ETTER  

  Two Middletown Area High School sports team qualified for the District III-3A playoffs 

along with a trio of runners as the regular seasons came to a close last week.  The Girls’ 

Soccer Team and the Girls’ Volleyball Team were scheduled to start post-season play this 

week, along with two boys and one girl from the Cross Country squad.   

CROSS COUNTRY  

  Kalie Brown, Travis Kramer and Marco Ortiz-Sanchez qualified to run in the District 

3 race on Saturday, October 29 at Big Spring High School. The 3A girls are scheduled to 

run at 1:15 with the boys following at 2:00 p.m.   

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL 

  The Middletown girls’ volleyball team won all three of their matches last week and 

finished the regular season with an overall 14-4 record, good enough for 12th place in the 

district power rankings.  The team was scheduled for an opening round match at James 

Buchanan this week.   

Middletown 3, Milton Hershey 0 

  On Tuesday at home the Lady Blue Raiders swept Milton Hershey in three straight sets 

25-18, 25-21 and 25-18 in what turned out to be a spirited match with the Spartans.  In the 

first set the Raiders held off the Spartans who had fought to the end. A late run of four 

straight points secured the 25-18 win. The second set was more of the same tough 

competition as the Spartans pulled to within 3 points on a number of occasions.  Hanging 

onto a 23-21 lead late, the Raiders scored the final two points of the match to win 25-21.  

In the third set the Blue Raiders fell behind 10-12, part way into the set, but again held off 

their guests with a strong finish to lock up the set and the victory.  

  For the Blue Raiders, Lily Bannister finished with 8 kills, 2 aces, 7 digs and 1 block.  

Addie Huber recorded 6 kills, 3 aces & 15 digs, Kaley Hileman had 15 assists & 3 aces, 

and Christine Miller had 3 kills, 4 aces and 7 digs in the win.  

Middletown 3, Steelton-Highspire 0 

  Thursday’s win was not nearly as tough as the Blue Raiders swept Steel-High 25-11, 25-

13 and 25-7 at the Middletown Area Middle School.  Coach Lisa Huber used mainly 

backup players in the win.  Ellie LeKites had 14 aces & 6 kills, Kenadee Hileman had 16 

assists, Bridget Muller had 7 aces and Maddie Breen had 2 kills for the victors.    

 



Middletown 3, Hershey 0 

  The Blue Raiders posted another big victory on Friday at home with a three-set sweep 

over Hershey.  The Raiders won in sets of 25-12, 25-18 and 25-18 over the Lady Trojans.  

Leading the way were Maddie Fox with 8 kills and 1 block, Lily Bannister with 10 kills 

and 5 digs, Addie Huber with 3 kills, 4 aces and 16 digs, Kaley Hileman with 18 assists, 1 

ace and 6 digs, and Maddie Breen with 11 digs and 3 aces.    

FIELD HOCKEY 

Middletown 2, Milton Hershey 1 

  The Middletown Field Hockey team wrapped up its home schedule for 2022 on October 

17 and honored its two seniors prior to the start of the game.  Honored were team captain 

Molly Strite and classmate Ryleigh Atticks.  And the team responded with an exciting 2-1 

victory, its 6th win of the year over visiting Milton Hershey.  After the first quarter ended 

in a 0-0 tie, the Spartans scored in the second to take a 1-0 lead.  

  But the Blue Raiders scored twice in the second half to post the 2-1 win.  “Our girls 

showed great poise and determination and rebounded to win the game,” coach Cynthia 

Raney said.  “Our passing game and our field vision are the two things that sustained us 

through the match,” she added.   

  In their final game of the season the Raiders lost 8-0 at Susquehanna Township.  “The 

biggest takeaway here, however, is that our girls showed tremendous grace under 

pressure,” Raney said.  Susquehanna Township was celebrating its Senior Night and won 

for them.  “Our players showed great strength and commitment to the sport and themselves 

by rising above the conditions that were present at this match,” Raney reported.  With just 

two seniors on the roster and the lift from claiming six wins on the season, the future looks 

promising for Blue Raider Field Hockey.   

BOYS SOCCER 

   The boys soccer team picked up a division victory last week and, in the process, set itself 

up for a shot at no only the Capital Division title, but also a chance at qualifying for the 

upcoming District 3 playoffs.  But those hopes were dashed in both cases by surprising 

Harrisburg on October 20.  The Cougars shut out the Blue Raiders to win the division 

championship outright, a loss that also knocked the Middletown team out of the post-

season.   

Middletown 2, Milton Hershey 0 

  On Tuesday at home the team honored its senior players with a well-earned 2-0 decision 

over visiting Milton Hershey.  Coach Brian Keyser started his seniors and the group 



responded by keeping the game scoreless by halftime.  With his regular starters on the 

pitch for the second half the Blue Raiders broke the 0-0 stalemate halfway through the 40-

minute period.  Luke LeKites played a through ball to Landon Keyser who converted the 

assist into his eighth goal of the season and a 1-0 lead for the home team.  “A few minutes 

after that, senior Caden Shomper would get his first goal of the season when he followed a 

Jacob Hernandez shot with a well-placed header into the open net,” Keyser noted.  And 

that 2-0 lead held up until the end as the Blue Raiders dominated play against the Spartans 

the rest of the way.   

Harrisburg 3, Middletown 0 

  Unfortunately, the Blue Raiders could not continue that momentum as host Harrisburg 

pitched a shutout in the championship showdown.  The Cougars scored in the first minute 

of play and held a 1-0 advantage through the first half. The Raiders threatened to score 

several times in the half but could not convert.  The Cougars doubled their lead early in the 

second half.  A Middletown penalty kick with under four minutes left was stopped by the 

Harrisburg goalkeeper denying a chance for a goal.  A late goal by the hosts locked up the 

win and the title.  Middletown’s season ended with a 9-6-3 record, less than 2 thousandths 

of a point from a playoff berth according to Keyser.   

GIRLS SOCCER 

  The Middletown girls’ team did qualify for a playoff spot following an 8-1 victory at 

Milton Hershey on Tuesday, October 18.  The Lady Blue Raiders scored all of their goals 

in the first half as they completely overwhelmed the host Lady Spartans in their ninth win 

of the year.  With the victory the Raiders placed 15th in the District III, 3A standings.  

Goals by Julia Hughes, Jayla Koser, Bella Buehrle, Taylor Bunnell, and Eliza Artell, along 

with 3 saves by goalkeeper Cadence Lines led to the victory.  The Raiders were scheduled 

to open up district play at Lower Dauphin this week.   

   


